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Beachwood Place Restricts Teens On Weekend Nights

It looks like Friday and 
Saturday nights are going 
to be a little bit quieter at 
Beachwood Place in 2017.

After a stampede of 
teenagers at the mall on 
the evening of Monday, 
Dec. 26, management im-
plemented a new restric-
tion on anyone under the 
age of 18 from shopping 
or walking on the prem-
ises after 5 p.m. on Fridays 
and Saturdays, unless they 
have a legal guardian pres-
ent.

The policy took effect on 
Jan. 6.

“Our intention in 
launching the [Paren-
tal Guidance Restriction 
(PGR) program] is to elimi-
nate disruptive behavior 
that is currently detracting 
from the family-friendly, 
comfortable shopping 
environment we want to 
provide our guests,” wrote 
Neisha Vitello, Senior Gen-
eral Manager of GGP Inc., 
in an email. GGP is the par-
ent corporation of Beach-
wood Place.

While the Beachwood 
Police Department de-
scribed the event on Dec. 
26 as a “large-scale distur-
bance,” executives from 
Beachwood Place attribute 
the new policy to multiple 
disruptions caused by ju-
veniles rather than one 
specific event.

Visitors who appear to 
be under the age of 18 are 
carded and, once admitted, 
are provided with identifi-
cation wristbands to avoid 
being carded again.

This is the first time mall 
management has placed 
restrictions on teens since 
Beachwood Place opened 
in 1978.

Some Beachwood stu-
dents are unhappy about 
the new policy.

“I think it’s pretty unfair 
that one problem stops 
us from going to the mall 
in the future,” said junior 
Derrick Sanders, who was 
at Beachwood Place the 
night of the altercation. “I 
just think that it’s not okay 
to prevent us from hanging 
out.”

Other students tend 
to agree. While they may 
acknowledge that safety 

is a legitimate concern, 
students argue that the 
policy change has unfairly 
impacted their ability to 
spend time with friends on 
the weekends.

“Personally, I don’t like 
the restriction,” said senior 
Alex Orloff. “The mall is a 
place that should promote 
community and where 
we should be able to hang 

out.”
Orloff thinks mall man-

agement should consider 
whether shoppers intend 
to buy something, rather 
than just considering a 
person’s age.

Beachwood Place asks 
teens to take this oppor-
tunity to spend more time 
with their families.

“We strive to create a 

safe, family-friendly en-
vironment for our guests 
and retailers,” Vitello 
wrote. “All are welcome at 
Beachwood Place at any 
time; we simply require 
that during certain hours, 
families spend their shop-
ping time together.”

This PGR system has af-
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Girls Indoor Track Wins State Championship

The team took first place overall and had two individual state champions: Mia Knight in the 200 meter run and Leah Roter 
in the 1600 meter. Pictured above: the 4x200 meter relay team  Image source: Beachwood Bison Athletics

In what has already been 
quite a successful year for 
Beachwood athletes, the 
girls’ indoor track and 
field team brought home 
some more hardware for 
the school from the Indoor 
State Championship meet 
in Akron on March 4.

The team, which quali-
fied nine girls to compete in 
the state meet, placed first 
in the team competition 
and also had two individual 
state champions in Leah 
Roter (1600 meter) and Mia 
Knight (200 meter).

Knight and Roter have 
both won previous indi-
vidual state championships, 
but this team champion-
ship was a little different.

“I was excited for our 
team,” Knight said. “It was 
really exciting being able 
to cheer everybody on, es-
pecially the freshmen, this 
being their first state meet.”

Knight specifically rec-
ognized freshmen Maddie 
Alexander (eighth in triple 
jump) and Ashley Perryman 
(seventh in long jump).

“[Winning a state cham-
pionship] was one of our 
main goals coming into the 
season,” Knight said. “So, 
for me, it felt really good 
to become a two-time state 
champion.”

Prior to the state tourna-
ment, Coach Willie Smith 
explained in an email that 
he is proud of the team’s 
performance this winter.

“In order to compete in 
the Indoor State Champi-
onships, you have to rank 
in the top 18 performances 
during the season,” Smith 
wrote. “We have a number 
of events [that made the 
cut]. We have a small team 
compared to other schools; 
however, we have “big” per-
formances.”

The Beachwood girls also 
took medals in the 60 me-
ter dash (which Knight took 
second in), 200 meter dash 
(Knight won) and the 1600 
meter run (Roter won).

Additionally, freshman 
Ashley Perryman, junior 
Katelyn Perryman, sopho-
more Ashaunti Griffin and 
Mia Knight won 2nd place 
in the 4×200 meter relay.

A large group of under-
classmen also had impres-
sive performances that 
helped to secure the team’s 
first place medal, including 
sophomore Heidi Maier, 
freshman Mira Wooley, 
sophomore Abigal Bendis 
and freshman Maddie Alex-
ander.

“We compete in Indoor 
track because most of our 
toughest competition com-
petes in the Indoor season,” 
Smith wrote. “And if we 

By Max Alter & 
Prerna Mukherjee

don’t compete, we will fall 
significantly behind those 
teams as we move into the 
outdoor season.”

But at the same time, 
indoor track is less intense 
than the sanctioned out-
door sport in the spring.

“Indoor track is not 
OHSAA sanctioned, so it’s 
not really a state [recog-
nized] sport,” junior Kate-
lyn Perryman said. “It’s a 
lot less competitive just be-
cause not everyone does it.”

Knight added that some 
of the events in indoor 
track are slightly different 
from outdoor track.

“The track is a 300 (me-
ter track) instead of a 400,” 
Knight said. “Instead of the 
100 meter dash, or 100 hur-
dles, it’s 60 meter dash and 

60 meter hurdles. There is 
no 4×100 meter relay.”

Perryman and Smith ex-
plained that indoor track is 
still a good way to train for 
the upcoming outdoor track 
season.

“The more elite people do 
indoor track to get stronger 
for outdoor [track], so es-
sentially it’s just a way to 
get stronger for outdoor, 
which is the big season,” 
Perryman said.

The team practiced in-
tensely this season for two 
to two and a half hours each 
weekday.

“Fridays [were] pre-meet 
days where we just shake 
out, stretch, practice hand-
offs or do blocks,” Knight 
said. “Mondays [were] more 
focused on strength be-

cause [that day was] coming 
off of a meet, and we [were] 
really focusing on trying to 
run.”

On Tuesdays, the team 
went to the Spire Athletic 
Complex in Geneva for bet-
ter training and practice on 
a standard-sized track.

“…We [got] a lot of run-
ning done there because 
it’s actually a track, and 
we aren’t just practicing 
on the carpet, so [we were 
able to get] another good 
conditioning day,” Knight 
explained. “We [worked] on 
handoffs because [we were] 
able to get the perfect mea-
sure on the real track and 
[practiced] blocks.”

During January and 
February, meets were held 
regularly at locations such 

as Youngstown, Kent State, 
Akron and SPIRE Institute. 
There were no meets at BHS 
since the high school track 
is  too short.

“The high school is too 
small [for meets],” team 
captain Mia Knight said. 
“[Many] colleges…have 300 
meter tracks, and we have a 
track [at BHS], but it’s 120 
meters, and that’s not good 
[enough].”

Katelyn Perryman is also 
excited about the energy 
that this year’s freshmen 
have brought.

“We’ve got some new 
blood,” she said. “They’re 
all really enthusiastic, ex-
cited, and we’ve gotten a 
bigger team. We’ve gotten a 
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City Installs Temporary Ice Skating Rink, Warm Weather Limits Access

A portable ice skating 
rink was installed near the 
Beachwood Family Aquatic 
Center in Dec. and was 
available for public use.

Sadly, the unseasonably 
warm weather has cut into 
use this year.

Beachwood’s Communi-
ty Services Director Karen 
Carmen explained that the 
idea was spurred by com-
munity interest.

“It actually came at a re-
quest of a few residents,” 
Carmen said. “It was at 
the end of last year, and 
we investigated it… It was 
too tight to get it off the 
ground for last year, but we 
made it happen this year.”

The skating rink was pur-
chased before winter break 
at a cost of around $4,000, 
including shipping.

The location of the rink 
takes advantage of existing 
recreational space.

“It’s on the basketball 
courts, which are behind 
the tennis courts,” Carmen 
said. “You’ll enter it at the 
Aquatic Center parking 
lot.”

By Prerna Mukherjee
Staff Writer

Beachwood installed 52 ft. by 72 ft. temporary ice skating rink on the basketball courts. 
Photo by Prerna Mukherjee

“Basketball courts don’t 
really have much of a use 
during the winter time, so 
we’re really not alienating 
anybody right now,” she con-
tinued. “We’re adding anoth-
er community activity.”

The portable ice rink was 
filled with water, and it will 
be removed after the win-
ter season.

“We just filled it with 
water and [waited] for 
mother nature to do its 
magic,” Carmen said. “… 
[The rink is] portable in 
that it doesn’t remain in 
place, meaning come the 
spring and summer, it will 
go into storage, and [the 
space] will be returned to a 
basketball court.”

Beachwood Mayor Merle 
S. Gorden explained the 
weather conditions needed 
for the ice rink to be safe 
enough to skate on in an 
email.

“The ice needs three con-
secutive days at 25 degrees 
or colder to thoroughly 
freeze to be safe to skate,” 
Gorden wrote in an email. 
“Sporadically, we have had 
a few cold days and then it 
heats up to the high 40’s 
and we have to start all 
over again as the ice melts.”

The rink was thawed for 
much of January, which 
was unseasonably warm.

Gorden added that after 
the ice settles, it does not 
need to be refilled with wa-
ter.

“Our Service Dept. main-
tains the ice when need-
ed,” Gorden added. “The 

service personnel uses a 
light spray of water with a 
‘smoother’ tool to give the 
ice a clean, shiny, flat and 
smooth finish.”

The rink is a 52 foot by 
72 foot rectangle with a 
low wall – about two feet 
tall –  surrounding it that 
skaters must step over in 

order to get on the ice.
Carmen added that the 

rink is free and open for 
public use.

“It’s free and open to 
the public, open sunrise to 
sundown,” she said. “We’re 
just asking people to bring 
their own skates.”

Sophomore Melondy 

Shen is excited about the 
new recreation opportu-
nity.

“I think it’s really awe-
some because it’s free, and 
anyone can go,” she said. 
“We just have to have our 
own pair of skates – that’s 
the only disadvantage.”

Beachwood parent Evren 
Cavusoglu also supported 
the idea of having an ice 
rink in Beachwood.

“It is a fun activity for 
families, so I think it is a 
good idea to have one in 
Beachwood. It is a good 
outdoor activity for the 
cold winter days,” Cavuso-
glu wrote in email.

Beachwood parent Ga-
briela Trybus expressed 
her support and suggested 
more publicity of the new 
ice rink.

“I think it’s [a] great idea, 
probably needs a little more 
publicity, maybe the schools 
could host a family night,” 
Trybus wrote in an email. 
“It gives families another 
option for an activity to do 
together during the winter.”

“I think this might be-
come an annual tradition. 
We’re waiting to see how 
it’s received,” Carmen 
shared.

Jacqueline Woodson Encourages Children To Take Pride in Diversity

Author Jacqueline Wood-
son spoke in the BHS au-
ditorium on the evening 
of Thursday, Jan. 19 at an 
event sponsored by The 
Beachwood City School Dis-
trict in collaboration with 
Laurel, Hawken and Facing 
History and Ourselves.

Superintendent Dr. 
Robert Hardis welcomed 
a crowd of people from all 
three schools.

“Literature can open up 
conversations and bring 
together communities,” he 
said.

Hardis introduced Scott 
Looney, Head of Hawken 
School, who thanked ev-
eryone who had made the 
night possible.

Next, Ann Klotz, Head of 
Laurel School, introduced 
Jacqueline Woodson, giv-
ing a brief biography and 
highlighting her six liter-
ary awards and some of her 
most prominent work, in-
cluding Brown Girl Dream-
ing, a book of poems about 
her childhood that won the 
National Book Award, and 
the 2016 novel Another 
Brooklyn, which tells the 
story of a child growing up 
in 1970s Brooklyn.

Klotz then welcomed 
Woodson out onto the 
stage, where she was greet-

By Malinda Creel
Staff Writer

Author Jacqueline Woodson signed books and greeted young fans at the end of the evening. 
Photo by Malinda Creel

ed with much applause.
Woodson began her talk 

by referencing America’s 
brutal history of racism.

“People of color were 
brought here enslaved to 
work until they died and to 
produce others who’d work 
until they died…  but we 
didn’t die,” she said.

Woodson sees her liter-
ary work as a way of help-
ing young people to take 
pride in their identities.

“It matters to me in 
terms of the safety of the 
people that come behind 
us,” she said.

She distinguished be-
tween books that give in-
sight into the lives of oth-
ers–books she described 
as windows–and books 
that reflect and affirm the 
thoughts and feelings of 
the reader, which she de-
scribed as mirrors.

“It is important to have 
books that are both win-
dows and mirrors, because 
growing up I had a lot of 
books that were windows, 
but not many that were 
mirrors,” she said.

Most of the books she 
read told stories that were 
distant from her life and 
the lives of the people she 
knew.

Woodson told a story 
from one of her chil-
dren’s books, Each Kind-
ness, in which a character 
named Maya comes to 

a new school where she 
is perceived as different. 
She wears old worn-out 
clothes, which causes oth-
er kids to view her in nega-
tive ways.

The author connected 
this to an encounter she 
witnessed in her daugh-
ter’s second grade class.

“I saw a girl with pants 
that I thought were fabu-
lous,” she said. “They were 
red, white and blue and 
were flared out at the bot-
tom; they reminded me of 
the seventies.”

But one of the other girls 
was judgmental.

“I can’t believe you wore 
those to school today,” she 
said.

Woodson noticed that 
for the rest of the day, the 
girl with the stylish sev-
enties pants tied a jacket 
around her waist and re-
mained seated in order to 
hide the pants.

The message of the book 
Each Kindness, Woodson 
explained, is that it doesn’t 
take much effort for each 
of us to go through life be-
ing kind to others.

She hoped the book 
would provide a mirror for 
her readers instead of a 
window.

“Instead of making Maya 
seem like a pathetic and 
different girl, I tried to 
show her finding strength 
through being different,” 
she said.

In the book, Maya brings 
a jump rope to school, but 
none of the other girls 
would play with her, so she 
took the jump rope and 
jumped around the entire 
school by herself, smiling 
all the way.

Woodson had close fam-
ily members who were Je-
hovah’s Witness and Mus-
lim, and she followed parts 
of both the Bible and the 
Qur’an in her home, which 
allowed her to understand

diverse religious per-
spectives.

She questioned why we 
need to emphasize differ-

ences rather than com-
monalities.

“Why did we ever feel 
the need to distance trans-
genders, gays, Palestinians 
and Jews and have them 
on the outside?” she asked.

She acknowledged that 
it is sometimes difficult to 
discuss sensitive subjects 
such as race, gender and 
economic inequality.

“I know there is fear,” 
she said. “I think that’s 
what keeps us from hav-
ing the conversations…  It 
comes back down to trans-
parency.”

At the end of the talk, 
Woodson opened it up to 
questions. Everyone in at-
tendance had note cards 
on which they could write 
down questions to hand 
to the Facing History and 
Ourselves staff who were 
in the aisles with micro-
phones.

People could write down 
their names or remain 
anonymous.

“There isn’t a question 

you can ask me that I’ll feel 
uncomfortable answer-
ing,” Woodson said.

One anonymous ques-
tioner asked what educa-
tors can do when they see 
African American students 
succeeding in school only 
to be teased by other Af-
rican American students  
who accuse them of at-
tempting to be white.

Woodson said she 
couldn’t believe this is still 
an issue.

“You have to ask [if they 
believe that] only whites 
are educated, and then give 
the multiple examples of 
the many educated figures 
of different races,” she said.

Woodson explained that 
black children and other 
children of color must be 
given a mirror in which 
to see that it is acceptable 
for them to be educated, 
and that there were many 
before them who were the 
same.

Finally, Woodson dis-
cussed how she felt lucky 

to have had teachers who 
saw she was a good writer 
and encouraged her. She 
got into college and even-
tually found a publisher. 
She was lucky because 
other people don’t always 
receive that chance, so she 
wanted to do as much as 
she could with it.

Pamela Donaldson, se-
nior program associate at 
Facing History and Our-
selves, explained that the 
goal of the event was to 
use literature to open up 
conversations about iden-
tity. She hopes that people 
coming away from the 
event will help lead these 
conversations.

At the end of the eve-
ning, a Barnes & Noble 
sales representative sold 
copies of Jacqueline Wood-
son’s books. Woodson 
sat at her own table sign-
ing books while audience 
members enjoyed cookies 
and drinks that had been 
set up outside of the audi-
torium.

There isn’t a question you can ask me that I’ll feel uncomfort-
able answering,” Woodson said. Photo by Malinda Creel
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Beachwood Community Affected by Trump’s Travel Ban

President Trump’s exec-
utive order on Muslim im-
migration might have felt 
like something happening 
far from the Beachwood 
community, but it did im-
pact some residents.

In an e-mail sent out to 
students, staff and parents 
on Jan 30, Superintendent 
Dr. Bob Hardis sought to 
inform the community 
about how this order was 
affecting some members of 
the community.

“My intention was to 
send a message, not based 
on a political or personal 
stance,” Hardis said. “I 
wanted to make people 

aware, as I was made aware, 
that whether you agree 
with it or not, whether 
you are impacted by it or 
not, there are kids in our 
district that are sitting in 
class, coming over to your 
house, spending time with 
your kids, who are abso-
lutely being directly im-
pacted by the travel ban.”

In the email, he wrote 
about how the order re-
sulted in “Beachwood fam-
ilies’ parents, friends and 
colleagues being unable 
to return to Cleveland af-
ter traveling to see family 
or for work,” and  “[being 
aware of Beachwood stu-
dents] who may be afraid 
for their family’s well-be-
ing, since many parents in 

By Alex Cala
Opinion Editor 

[the district] have green 
cards for work and gradu-
ate study.”

The handling of individ-
uals with green cards was 
reportedly a huge point of 
contention between the 
Department of Homeland 
Security and the Trump 
administration, with the 
DHS arguing that the or-
der should not apply to 
these individuals, while 
the Trump administration 
favored evaluating these 
individuals on a case-by-
case basis.

This conflict, coupled 
with the protests and over-
all chaotic atmosphere 
surrounding the rollout of 
the order, caused many, 
including students in the 

Beachwood community, to 
worry about the future of 
their families.

Hardis was informed of 
these issues not by any of-
ficial government agency, 
but by parents in the dis-
trict.

“[Kids and families in 
our district are] worried 
that they can’t go to the 
country where their family 
lives, for fear of not being 
allowed back in,” Hardis 
said. “Or, they fear that 
friends and family won’t 
be able to visit them ever 
again.”

One of these students is 
senior Yuval Zamir.

“My grandpa, who lives 
in Israel, is originally from 
Iraq,” Zamir said. “Because 
of this executive order, I 
could envision there be-
ing problems if he were to 
move here.”

Beachwood City Council 
also felt a need to weigh 
in, passing an emergency 
resolution, sponsored by 
Council President Martin 
Horwitz and Councilman 
James Pasch on Feb. 6.

This resolution asserted 
City Council’s position 
against the travel ban, and 
reflects the beliefs of many 
in the area.

“It’s a bigger story than 
just Beachwood,” Horwitz 
said. “South Euclid passed 
one similar to ours, Orange 
is looking at one… Shaker 
is as well.”

“You’re going to see 
some more cities passing 
[resolutions] like this,” he 
added.

“It’s just a way for cities 
to say we are not [in agree-
ment with] what’s going 
on in the federal govern-
ment,” Horwitz said. “It 
is telling immigrants and 
refugees ‘You are valued 
and we welcome you.”

This order does not make 
Beachwood a “sanctuary 
city,” but council members 
hope that it brands Beach-
wood a “welcoming city” 
to all kinds of people, im-
migrants and their families 
included.

“We’re happy to have 
these families in the com-
munity,” Horwitz said. 
“They add diversity. I know 
the values of immigrants, 
and our heritage is an im-
migrant heritage. Most 
of the residents of Beach-
wood can go back 1-2 gen-
erations and find immi-
grants in their immediate 
family.”

The order was very well-
received by those attend-
ing the Feb. 6 City Council 
meeting. The reading of the 
resolution was met with a 
round of applause, accord-
ing to The Plain Dealer.

Speaking for himself, 
Horwitz said that although 
he felt the order had the 
right intent, Trump’s exec-
utive order was misguided.

“There’s no one in this 

country who wouldn’t 
agree that the protection of 
our borders is important, 
so he certainly has the cor-
rect intent,” Horwitz said. 
“But to issue an executive 
order that caused such cha-
os and resulted in barring 
virtually everyone who was 
from these countries or a 
refugee, just didn’t make 
sense…especially in North-
eastern Ohio where we 
have so many tremendous 
universities, medical in-
stitutions and businesses 
that attract many foreign 
born individuals and their 
families to this area.”

Horwitz also felt that 
the order was enacted in a 
rushed manner with unfair 
consequences for many 
travelers.

“There was certainly a 
way to do it that didn’t in-
volve the mass banning of 
travelers,” he said. “There 
has to be a humane way to 
do this, but it wasn’t prop-
erly explored.”

Despite all the criticism 
and chaos surrounding 
the rollout of the execu-
tive order, and despite its 
rejection by the courts, the 
Trump administration is 
reportedly drafting a sec-
ond attempt at the “travel 
ban,” one that is a “tighter, 
more streamlined version” 
of its predecessor and 
could possibly withstand 
legal challenges.

“It is [a way for us to tell immigrants and refugees ‘You are valued and we welcome you,” 
Beachwood City Council President Martin Horwitz said. 
Photo from Beachcomber Archives by Bradford Douglas

MAC Scholars Bring History To Life With Film

The Multicultural 
Achievement Commit-
tee (MAC) Scholars or-
ganized the Black His-
tory Month assembly for 
the afternoon of Feb. 24.

The goal was to raise 
awareness about trans-
formative events in Afri-
can American history in 
honor of Black History 
Month.

“The purpose of the 
assembly was to show 
the historical events and 
bring more awareness,” 
MAC Scholars President 
Katelyn Howell said.

The Scholars used 
clips from the films 
Selma and Race, focus-
ing on pivotal moments 
from civil rights history.

“We also wanted to 
show scenes in which 
people of different races 
united together to bring 
about change,” she add-
ed.

Many students were 
excited, as this was the 
first full-length assem-
bly for the entire stu-
dent body held in the 
new auditorium.

Students were sur-
prised when they were 
asked to take out their 
phones to ask questions 
and make comments on 
a social media event app 
called Slido. The  com-
ments were projected on 
screens on either side of 
the stage.

The first clip depict-
ed the 1964 bombing 
of the 16th St. Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, 
Alabama, in which four 
little girls were killed.

After the clip, Howell 
read the poem “Birming-
ham” by Jasmine Mans.

The poem was written 
in the voice of one of the 
girls who was killed:

“Sometimes I just be 
thinking like… like may-
be God was too busy try-
ing to protecting Martin 
to think about me!”

“I thought it was a 
great representation of 
the event,” Howell said. 
“And it showed the point 
of view of one of the girls 
who was in the bombing 
so people can under-
stand the severity of the 
situation and recognize 
her as a real person… it 
could have happened to 
anyone.”

The next  clip depicted 
the events of March 7, 
1965, known as Bloody 
Sunday, in which march-
ers were beaten while 
attempting to cross the 
Edmund Pettus bridge 
in Selma, Alabama.

Several comments ap-
peared during and after 
the Bloody Sunday clip.

“It’s truly sad how 
African Americans are 
treated. They say rac-
ism is dead, but it’s not 
dead,” one commenter 
wrote.

“I do not get why any-
one would do such a 
thing,” wrote another 
commenter identified as 
‘Max’. “This is truly the 
definition of a terrible 
event that will never be 
forgotten.”

After the Bloody Sun-
day clip, MAC Scholars 
Exec Board member Mia 
Knight addressed the 
student body.

“Men and women all 
came together seeking 
a change…unity does in 
fact bring change,” she 
said.

The final set of film 
clips depicted Jesse Ow-
ens’ tumultuous deci-

By Michal Becker
Staff Writer

sion whether or not to 
participate in the 1936 
Berlin Olympics, as he 
tried to balance his de-
sire to compete with his 
desire to support his 
Jewish teammates who 
were barred from run-
ning in Nazi Germany.

Once again, the film 
emphasized the power 
of individuals from dif-
ferent backgrounds 
coming together to over-
come injustice.

“[Selma and Race] are 
the two movies we have 
shown for our movie 
nights,” Howell said. 
“Hopefully, it will in-
spire others to come 
watch.”

The Scholars have 
hosted a series of movie 
nights at the high school 
this year, focusing on is-
sues of racial justice.

The MAC scholars will 
be showing Loving for 
their next movie, which 
tells the story of Mildred 
and Richard Loving, a 
black woman and white 
man who challenged 
Virginia’s law against in-
terracial marriage in the 
1960s and ultimately 
prevailed in the 1967 
Supreme Court Case of 
Loving vs. Virginia.

Date to be determined.

MAC Scholars Exec Board member Mia Knight discussed the 
Bloody Sunday clip from ‘Selma.’ Photo by James Flowers

fected sales for some busi-
nesses. Companies such 
as Chick-Fil-A have noted 
that weekend sales have 
slowed.

“It has hit us pretty hard 
on the weekends,” a Chick-
Fil-A manager said. “The 
kids that want Chick-Fil-
A will now come during 
weekdays, so we haven’t 
been hurt too bad, but our 
weekend business has gone 
down for sure.”

Vitello seems to dis-
agree.

“PGR has been well-re-
ceived by our tenants,” she 

wrote.
“The PGR program will 

be in place for the foresee-
able future,” she added.

Chik-Fil-A is one of 
many Beachwood Place 
businesses that reap the 
financial benefits of having 
teenagers roaming around 
the mall with money in 
their pockets.

Only time will tell the dip 
in sales will be outweighed 
by an improved climate at 
the mall on Friday and Sat-
urday nights.

But it looks like this six-
teen-year-old reporter will 
have to wait a couple years 
to find out.

Throughout the month of 
February, Principal James 
Reed made daily announce-
ments celebrating impor-
tant African American his-
torical figures.

Reed brings this tradition 
from previous schools he 
has worked at.

“It’s a way for me to 
quickly acquaint people 
with some figures that they 
might not know of, and 

if nothing else, spark 
some conversation in the 
classroom,” he said.

The month holds a per-
sonal significance for Reed. 

“I was raised by my par-
ents, who both grew up in 
segregated communities in 
Alabama and were highly 
educated as far as black 
folks were at the time,” he 
said. “My parents always 
gave me a sense of history, 
that black people had done 
some things in history and 

By Ben Connor
Staff Writer

were really a part of the 
country.”

Reed also hopes to convey 
the idea that every single 
group of people in America, 
regardless of race, gender, 
or religion, has contributed 
to where we are today as a 
society.

“So I think what this 
month really means to me is 
an exposure for all kinds of 
kids to all ethnic groups and 
all racial groups,” he said. 
“Every group in America has 
participated in the progress 
of the country.” 

“In order to understand 
America, we need to under-
stand that everybody’s con-
tributions have been valu-
able,” he added.

Reed was encouraged 
when students approached 
him during the month with 
requests for specific figures.

“It shows that they care,” 
he said.

“If we learn something 
about the past, we will have 
some idea about the future,” 
he said.

Reed Honors Black History 
With Daily Announcements
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Students And Staff React To Beyoncé’s Grammy Snub

During the 59th Annual 
Grammy Awards on Feb. 
12, Adele took home the 
Grammy for Album of the 
year for her third release 
titled 25. 

The crowd erupted in 
shock, as most thought 
the award would surely go 
to Beyoncé for her album 
Lemonade. Many on social 
media criticized the acad-
emy for giving the award to 
Adele and not Beyoncé. 

Perhaps the person who 
was most shocked about 
this decision was Adele 
herself.

“I felt like it was her time 
to win. What the **** does 
she have to do to win Al-
bum of the Year?” Adele 
muttered backstage after 
the award ceremony.

The thing that gave 25 
the edge, in the eyes of the 

By James Flowers
Staff Writer

“[Beyoncé] is an entertainer. She puts out a message and a vulnerability in her music that 
outpaced all of her competitors.” Image source: beyonce.com
Academy, was the album 
sales, according to Maeve 
McDermott of USA Today. 

 25 was made less ac-

cessible to the public as 
Lemonade was released on 
Tidal, Beyoncé’s stream-
ing service, and was made 

purchasable later on, Mc-
Dermott wrote. 25, how-
ever, was released on Spo-
tify seven months after the 

initial release date. Since 
Lemonade was made more 
available to the public, the 
album sold fewer copies. 

Also 25 was released in 
2015 while Lemonade was 
released during 2016.

“Thanks to its earlier 
release date, her album 
25 dwarfed Lemonade in 
sales,” McDermott wrote. 
“While the two albums 
posted similar numbers in 
2016 (2.4 million and 2.2 
million total units, respec-
tively), Adele had already 
also sold 8.01 million units 
in 2015 before Lemonade 
arrived in April 2016.” 

Science teacher Alexan-
der Paulchell, a Beyoncé 
megafan, was very upset 
that she didn’t get the gold.

“I was shocked and dis-
appointed” Paulchell said. 
“But at the same time, I 
feel Adele was shocked and 
disappointed.” 

Paulchell feels that Be-
yoncé’s artistry puts her far 

ahead of other performing 
artists, including Adele.

“[Beyoncé] is an enter-
tainer,” he said. “She puts 
out a message and a vul-
nerability in her music that 
outpaced all of her com-
petitors.” 

Others disagree. Junior 
Asha Gaines-Smith doesn’t 
think Beyoncé is really all 
that.

“Beyoncé is basically just 
a big fish in a small pond,” 
Gaines-Smith said, but 
she did give the star some 
credit. “[Beyoncé] is a good 
singer and everything, but 
she is not that [talented], 
and everything is sampled.”

In the end Beyoncé end-
ed up with two grammys 
for Urban Contemporary 
Album and Music Video of 
the Year, and she and Jay-
Z will end up with two new 
children, as it was reported 
earlier in the year that Be-
yoncé was pregnant with 
twins.

School Districts And Disabilities Advocates Watch Cautiously
As DeVos And GOP Move To Expand Voucher Programs

Betsy DeVos was con-
firmed by the Senate on 
Feb. 7 to the position of 
Secretary of Education, 
with the tie-breaking vote 
cast by Vice President 
Mike Pence.

At her confirmation 
hearing DeVos demon-
strated a lack of knowledge 
about the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA),  the federal law 
that ensures that every 
student with a disability 
receives a free and appro-
priate education.

“I think [education for 
people with disabilities] is 
a matter that is best left to 
the states,” she said.

According to a 2010 re-
port published by the U.S. 
Department of Educa-
tion, IDEA was integral to 
improving outcomes for 
people with disabilities. 
Prior to 1975, when the 
original version of the law 
was signed, people with 
disabilities had little ac-
cess to typical education 
classrooms, were unlikely 
to gain employment and 
many wound up in institu-
tions.

Many special education 
advocates expressed con-
cern over DeVos’ apparent 
lack of interest in enforc-
ing federal protections for 
people with disabilities.

Michael Kirkman, Exec-
utive Director of The Ohio 
Disability Rights Law and 
Policy Center, is one such 
advocate.

“[The organization was] 
concerned about the state-
ment she made that ap-
peared to show a lack of 
understanding about IDEA 
and the role of the federal 
government in enforcing 
IDEA and funding servic-
es,” he said.

Kirkman said his orga-
nization, which defines its 
mission as “[advocating] 
for the human, civil and 
legal rights of people with 
disabilities in Ohio,” has al-
ready started working with 
Ohio state officials on what 
to do if the federal govern-
ment were to withdraw 
protections for people with 
disabilities.

By Dalia Zullig
Editor-in-Chief

Betsy DeVos speaking at the Conservative Political Action Conference in Feb. 2017. Photo 
by Gage Skidmore via Wikimedia Commons

“The strategy that we 
are using… is to talk to 
state officials of their in-
dependent obligations to 
[educate special needs chil-
dren],” Kirkman said. “Be-
cause there are best prac-
tices, because it’s the right 
thing to do, because IDEA 
requires them, [whatever 
the case may be]… If any-
thing is going to regress 
back to the states then [we 
explain what they] need to 
be doing.”

Kirkman explained that 
after her confirmation 
hearing,  DeVos went on to 
write a letter to Congress 
that better demonstrated 
her knowledge of the fed-
eral law.

“[In the letter, DeVos 
wrote that] she anticipated 
vigorous enforcement of 
[IDEA] by the federal De-
partment of Education,” 
Kirkman said. “And so we 
are going to take her on her 
word on that and hold her 
to those promises.”

DeVos is a billionaire 
philanthropist with a long 
history of advocating for 
school choice in her home 
state of Michigan. School 
choice means vouchers and 
charter schools, programs 
that encourage spending 
public money to educate 
children in private schools. 
She became known 
through her advocacy for 
voucher programs and her 
family’s generous contri-
butions to the Republican 
party, which she agreed 
could be near $200,000.

Supporters of school 
choice argue that vouch-
ers and charter schools are 
good for students with dis-
abilities because they give 
more options when public 
schools fail to meet their 
needs.

Critics argue that par-
ents who send their kids to 
private schools under such 
programs are often asked 
to give up their rights in 
exchange for choice.

Republicans in Con-
gress have already moved 
to support school choice 
by introducing HB 610, 
the “Choices in Education 
Act of 2017”, which would 
convert federal education 
funding to block grants to 
the states and would re-
quire some of that money 

to be sp
Since 2012, Ohio has of-

fered vouchers for special 
needs students in the form 
of the Jon Peterson Schol-
arship, which offers public 
money to families to be 
spent towards the educa-
tion of a qualifying student 
with a disability.

The scholarship is tiered 
based on the type of dis-
ability and level of need, 
as determined by the Ohio 
Department of Education, 
not to exceed $27,000.

“Parents get funding… 
and they can do what-
ever they want with that 
money,” school psycholo-
gist Kevin Kemelhar ex-
plained. “They can hire tu-
tors, speech and language 
pathologists [and] pay tu-
ition.”

Kemelhar describes a 
program that is much like 
one of DeVos’ voucher pro-
grams. According to Beach-
wood Schools District 
Treasurer Michele Mills, 
the Jon Peterson schol-
arship costs the district 
$373,486 annually for the 
34 students who use it.

Beachwood School Sys-
tem provides an ETR (Eval-
uation Team Report) and 
IEP (Individualized Edu-
cation plans) for special 
needs students who utilize 
the Peterson scholarship.

Kemelhar estimates that 
he spends an average of 
ten hours per ETR. Special 
education teachers who 
spoke to The Beachcomber 
estimate they spend an 
average of eight hours per 
IEP. The district is not re-
imbursed for these costs.

Additionally, school staff 
provides ETRs for special 
needs students at private 
schools in the district, 
even if the student does 
not reside in Beachwood.

“Anyone who suspects 
[a student might have a 
disability] at one of those 
schools deals with us,” Ke-
melhar said.

“If they live in Beach-
wood [the school district] 
also does the IEP if they 
need special [education],” 
he said. “If they don’t live 
in Beachwood… that dis-
trict does their IEP. Our re-
sponsibility ends after the 
evaluation if they don’t [go 
to] Beachwood [schools].”

According to Broderick, 
the cost of administering 
these services fluctuates 
with the child’s needs.

“Actual costs [of test-
ing] differ depending on 
many factors,” she wrote. 
“…including the type and 
severity of the disability, 
the cost of the service pro-
viders, staff, and special 
equipment or instructional 
supplies, and the amount 
of services that a student 
might receive in a private 
school versus a public 
school setting.”

According to Mills, the 
average cost to educate a 
student with no special 
needs is $13,849 per stu-
dent, which excludes trans-
portation, operations, and 
food service.  The cost to 
educate a child with special 
needs, however, can vary.

“Special education costs 
fluctuate dramatically de-
pending on the student’s 
disability and program 
placement,” she wrote in 
an email. “We have stu-
dents who cost the dis-
trict almost $100,000 and 
others who cost far less 
depending on the services 
they receive.  For example, 
if a student needs a one-
on-one aid, that adds sig-
nificantly to the cost of 
educating that student.  
Some students just need 
speech services.”

“The purpose of a special 

education program is to 
tailor the services to the 
student’s special needs,” 
Broderick said. “So the pro-
grams are as unique as the 
students’ needs are.”

According to the IDEA, 
this is what every public 
school system is required 
to do.

“Children with disabili-
ties [must] have available 
to them Free Appropriate 
Public Education (FAPE) 
that emphasizes special 
education and related ser-
vices designed to meet 
their unique needs and 
prepare them for further 
education, employment 
and independent living,” 
the law states.

“We are required to, and 
we want to provide ser-
vices specific to all of our 
student’s needs,” Broder-
ick said. “So the programs 
change based on the stu-
dent’s needs that we are 
servicing in any given 
year.”

Broderick is proud of 
Beachwood’s program for 
special needs students.

“The right attitude from 
our staff and the right re-
sources… and the parent 
involvement… Those are 
the three things that make 
our program special,” she 
said. “But it’s even more 
than the resources, the em-
phasis is really on the staff. 
You can have all the re-

sources in the world, but if 
you don’t have the right at-
titude, and you don’t care, 
and you don’t work openly 
and collaboratively… then 
I don’t think you’d get the 
same results. ”

If DeVos successfully 
implements new school 
choice options for special 
needs children, some will 
see it as a way for special 
needs families to have ac-
cess to better services, oth-
ers will question whether 
students with disabilities 
will continue to be protect-
ed, but one thing is likely: 
increased school choice 
will cost school districts 
more money, and Donald 
Trump’s Dept. of Educa-
tion is not likely to replen-
ish those funds.

“We really don’t know 
what [DeVos’] policies 
are going to be,” Kirkman 
said regarding the future 
of special needs education 
under DeVos. “I think that 
people are apprehensive, 
partly because of her hear-
ing, partly because of what 
they see as her inexperi-
ence with public schools 
and children with disabili-
ties… [in addition] there is 
just a general sense that… 
this [new] administration 
will reduce funding for do-
mestic discretionary pro-
grams which includes spe-
cial education.”

Young Women in  STEM Encouraged To Defy Expectations

According to the U.S. 
Dept. of Commerce (DOC), 
women hold nearly half 
of all jobs in the United 
States, but less than 25% 
of jobs related to science, 
technology, engineering 
and math (STEM). The 
Economics and Statistics 
Administration of the 
DOC cites many factors 
contributing to this dis-
crepancy, including a lack 
of female role models and 
gender stereotyping.

Luckily for girls in Beach-
wood, we have plenty of 
female role models in our 
math and science depart-
ments. This Women’s His-
tory Month, our very own 
BHS teachers share their 
advice and experiences as 
women in STEM.

Science teacher Lisa Bu-
genske described a lack 
of female peers and role 
models in her time as an 
engineering student at 

By Cameron Godfrey
Staff Writer

University of Michigan and 
during her career at Gener-
al Electric.

“You always feel a little 
out of place,” Bugenske 
said. “There were not many 
women in engineering, 
and even fewer in leader-
ship positions.”

Math teacher Lisa Mor-
gan blames prevalent 
cultural stereotypes that 
paint women as motherly, 
matronly, and weak. She 
points out that when wom-
en defy these expectations, 
they are labeled harshly 
and judged unfairly.

“Strong women are very 
forthright and willing to 
tell it like it is,” Morgan 
said. “That personality 
trait is not seen to be posi-
tive in women.”

Often, we as a society 
label a powerful man as 
“The Boss,” and a powerful 
woman as “bossy”. These 
stereotypes enforce the 
common societal belief 
that women are less capa-
ble and discourage women 
from pursuing careers in 

STEM.
Morgan described her 

experience with sexism in 
college, recalling a profes-
sor that was adamant that 
women would not do well 
in his class.

“We were basically told 
to stop seeking higher edu-
cation in mathematics, be-
cause we’d never find suc-
cess,” Morgan said.

Both Bugenske and Mor-
gan said that discourage-
ment like this contributes 
to the inequity in STEM 
fields.

While both teachers 
acknowledged continued 
gender discrepancy in 
STEM, they also maintain 
hope for the future, recog-
nizing the positive change 
that has occurred in their 
lifetimes.

“I still think we’ve got 
a long way to go,” Bugen-
ske said, “but I would say 
women are more encour-
aged to go into STEM fields 
now, and they probably see 
more role models.”

“I think that women are 

more vocal about being 
involved in STEM related 
fields than they were,” 
Morgan said. “There is a 
push for opportunities for 
women in those areas.”

Science teacher Karla 
Seery provided encourag-
ing advice to BHS girls in-
terested in STEM.

“Say something,” she 
said. “When you have 
ideas, present them. Don’t 
just lay low. That’s what a 
lot of women do.”

Bugenske and Morgan 
also advise girls to work 
hard and persevere.

“Be curious and pursue 
engineering related activi-
ties. Don’t shy away from 
technical classes and clubs, 
even if you are the only 
woman. Get some experi-
ence with programming 
and design. Try things.”

“Don’t let people tell you 
you can’t do things,” Mor-
gan advised, “we women 
have to empower our-
selves.”

Science teacher Lisa Bugenske described a lack of female 
peers and role models in her time as an engineering student 
at University of Michigan and during her career at General 
Electric. Photo by Gabriela Colovan Costa

Hollywood Honors Diverse Films At 89th Academy Awards

The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
held their 89th Academy 
Award at the Dolby Theater 
in Hollywood on Feb. 26. 

Last year’s show was crit-
icized because all the acting 
nominees were white, for 
the second year in a row. 
With the tag #OscarsSoW-
hite, the lack of diversity in 
Hollywood became an im-
portant issue. 

Senior Dar’Jon Bentley, 
who hopes to become an ac-
tor and filmmaker, was dis-
appointed with last year’s 
winners.

“I thought the lack of 
diversity gave a bad im-
pression of the Oscars,” he 
said. “They seemed to care 
more about films that make 
people happy than films 
that tell the truth about so-
ciety.”

But the Academy offered 
more diverse nominations 
for this year’s awards. Of 
all 20 actors and actresses 
nominated for the most 
prominent awards, seven 

By Gabriela Colovan Costa
Photos Editor

Ashton Sanders played teen Chiron in Moonlight, which won Best Picture.
Image source: Moonlight.movie

were black. 
Furthermore, three of 

the five nominees to Best 
Actress in a Supporting 
Role were black women, 
including Viola Davis, who 
was the winner of the cat-
egory for her role in Fences. 

Davis felt appreciative 
for the kinds of roles she 
has been afforded. 

“A lot of times I’m offered 
narratives where people 
will say a whole lot things 
are happening in the scene 
but it’s just not in the page, 
there is no full realization 

[of African American char-
acters],” Davis said after 
she won. “What I love about 
this movie is the beauty of 
living and being human not 
a walking social message.” 

Additionally, the Oscar 
for Best Actor In a Support-
ing Role went to Maher-
shala Ali, who was the first 
Muslim actor to win the 
statuette.  

“I had so many wonderful 
teachers,” Ali said in his ac-
ceptance speech. “And one 
thing that they consistent-

ly told me is - [his teachers] 
Oliver Chandler, Ron Van 
Lieu, Ken Washington - is 
that it wasn’t about you. It’s 
not about you. It’s about 
these characters. You’re in 
service to these stories, to 
these characters.”

Another important mo-
ment during the Oscars 
happened when the Iranian 
movie “The Salesman” won 
as Best Foreign Language 
Film. The director Asghar 
Farhadi chose notto at-
tend the ceremony because 
of President Trump’s new 
traveling and borders law.  

“My absence is out of re-
spect for people of my coun-
try and those of other six 
nations whom have been 
disrespected by the inhu-
mane law that bans entry 
of immigrants to the U.S. 
Dividing the world into the 
U.S. and the enemy catego-
ries creates fear, a deceitful 
justification for regression 
and war,” Farhadi’s wrote in 
his speech, which was read 
by the engineer and astro-
naut Anousheh Ansari.

He also added that some 
of the most important sto-
ries that are told are those 
representing diverse per-
spectives.

“Filmmakers can turn 
their cameras to capture 
shared human qualities 
and break stereotypes of 
various nationalities and 
religions,” he said. “They 
create empathy between 
us and others. An empathy 
we need today more than 
ever.”

Nothing could have been 
more unexpected than the 
Best Picture fiasco. The 
award eventually went to 
“Moonlight”, directed by 
Barry Jenkins.  Faye Du-

naway and Warren Beatty 
took the wrong envelope 
and mistakenly called up 
“La La Land,” but the situ-
ation was soon sorted out. 

Senior Jaylen Whitt 
thought “Moonlight” de-
served the award.

“It was good movie that 
had a lot social undertones 
and brought to light the 
struggles of [growing up 
black and gay].” He also 
added “I think it broke bar-
riers because it was such a 
memorable moment to the 
black community.”

“I though “La la Land” 
was going to win because 
it’s so happy, and in these 
times, with all the conflict 
around Trump being elect-
ed president and “Black 
Lives Matter,” people would 
vote more for “La La Land”  
and not a movie that fo-
cused on social issues,” 
Bentley said. “But I’m glad 
because I think “Moon-
light” deserved to win.” 

“Very clearly, even in my 
dreams this could not be 
true,” Jenkins said upon 
winning the Oscar. “But to 
hell with dreams, I’m done 
with it, cause this is true.”

The drumline began hast-
ily, but began picking up the 
pace of their rhythm. With 
each bang of the drums and 
cymbals, the audience was 
more entranced.

The song ended with a fi-
nal pound. 

BANG! 
The drummers threw 

their sticks to the ground 
and walked off the stage 
with the cymbal players. 
The crowd erupted into a 
storm of thunderous ap-
plause and cheers.  

This was “Drumline,” the 
first of many talented acts 
showcased at the open-
ing night of the White & 
Gold talent show on Friday, 
March 3 in the auditorium.
      “Drumline” was per-
formed by seniors Harold 
Dupree, Andrew Feldman 
and Jack Spero along with 

freshmen Seth Rosky and 
Joe Spero.

 The show had opened 
with an introduction in 
which senior and director 
Andrew Feldman pretended 
to give his usual morning 
announcements, but mid-
way through, mentioned  
White & Gold, which 
prompted the cast and crew 
to flood the stage.

One of the most notable 
performances was the Ryan 
Warner Tribute, which was 
a cover of the song “Hallelu-
jah” by Leonard Cohen, with 
senior Whitney Bellephant 
singing over the guitar of 
junior Jack Berkowitz.

Bellephant’s ability to 
hold the high notes with 
beautiful clarity left the au-
dience stunned during the 
more heartfelt parts of the 
song. Paired with Berkow-
itz’s gentle strumming of 
his guitar, the performance 
tugged on the heartstrings 

By Tyler Pohlman & 
Spencer Hendlin

of students still mourning 
for their lost classmate.   

Act II saw the show choir 
with a more uplifting and 
cheerful theme in a per-
formance nicknamed Solid 
Gold. They sang and danced 
to various theme songs 
from Friends and Addams 
Family.

One of the more interest-
ing performances was Yo-Yo 
Ma performed by seniors 
Cameron Haynesworth and 
Daniel Ma. Their dexterity 
with their yo-yos awed the 
audience as they kept pull-
ing more tricks out of their 
hats.

The show ended off with 
a cover of Donnie Trumpet 
and the Social Experiments’ 
Sunday Candy by an ensem-
ble cast of seniors that call 
themselves A&M Beats. It 
was a great way to end the 
show on a positive note and 
even had some audience 
members singing along.

Top: Andrew Feldman introduces the cast at beginning of the show. Bottom:  “Drumline” was 
performed by seniors Harold Dupree, Andrew Feldman and Jack Spero along with freshmen Seth 
Rosky and Joe Spero. Photos by Spencer Hendlin

White & Gold Wows Audience With Late-Night Talk Show Theme



Academic Challenge is a type of quiz bowl. Two teams are asked a series 
of questions. Whichever team buzzes in the correct answer fastest scores 
points. The team with the most points at the end of the tournament wins.

“I joined because I love to put my knowledge to work. I have a lot of random 
knowledge that never seem to have any purpose, but in Academic Challenge 
I can put it to use to win competitions.” 

“Right now, we’re working on buzzer speed and testing and proving our 
knowledge in poetry and American literature.” —Senior Swathi Srinivasan 

Model United Nations (MUN) is a club where students simulate the actual 
United Nations. During conferences, students pretend they are representing 
different countries in order to work together to form solutions to real world 
problems.

“Honestly, I joined MUN because I heard it was a fun club, but after my first 
meeting, I realized it was a lot more than that. MUN became a place to do 
in-depth research about topics I wouldn’t necessarily learn about in school, 
all while being surrounded by a really supportive, loving group of people. 
There are many times when there is a lot of work, but in the end it all pays 
off.” —Junior Daria Novikov

The MUN Team is pictured below at Columbia University.
Photos by Mike Halagan

Science Olympiad is a club where participants compete in a series of 
science-related events, including building events where the team constructs 
contraptions. At the end, the team with the highest place in each event wins.
The team has qualified to compete in the state tournament on March 24.

“I want to see us win and go on to nationals to show that Beachwood can be 
something bigger.” —Senior Mukul Govande

“The competitions are fun. It is a great opportunity.” —Junior Daniel Mishins

Science Olympiad Team is pictured above at regionals (left) where they 
placed fourth. Senior Jennifer Yen and junior Greg Glova (right) are holding 
their ribbons.

Each month, the Pre-Med Club hosts a monthly speaker who comes and 
talks about his or her field of medicine, to show to the students that medicine 
goes beyond the scope of what is taught in school. Speakers talk about their 
experiences, give advice to those who wish to major in medicine and answer 
questions. 

“I like hearing about people in the medical field and learning how excited stu-
dents are to go into the field. It’s a lot of opportunities. Right now, we are just 
sticking with our goal of creating awareness about the vast field of medicine 
and letting people know there is place for them in this field.”  
—Senior Swathi Srinivasan 
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ACADEMIC CHALLENGE MODEL UNITED NATIONS

PRE-MED CLUB SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

 “It’s a bunch of nerd kids 
talking about nerdy things; 

I just love it.”

-Senior Swathi Srinivasan

Photo below of Academic Challenge practice. Photo by Karla Seery
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An Open Letter to Beachwood’s White Jewish Community

On holidays and days of 
remembrance, as well as 
in our daily thoughts and 
prayers, we recognize the 
biblical and historic plights 
of the Jewish people.

We recall slavery in 
Egypt on Passover; we 
honor victims of the Holo-
caust on Yom HaShoah; we 
fast in Atonement and in 
solidarity with the Jewish 
People on Yom Kippur.

We have suffered in un-
imaginable ways, and we 
still face anti-Semitism 
throughout the world.

However, while we contin-
ue to face oppression, white 
Jews come from a point of 
privilege in our community. 
We are privileged to wear 
our youth group letters with 
pride, to learn Hebrew in a 
public school setting, and to 
wear Kippot if our custom 
calls for it.

We are privileged to be 
a part of the majority, to 
have a voice in our district, 
and to exercise our First 
Amendment rights with-
out fear. We are privileged, 
also, to have the opportu-
nity, in case of immediate 
danger, to hide behind the 
color of our skin.

If we refuse to acknowl-
edge these privileges, and 

By Cameron Godfrey
Staff Writer

“If we can find it in ourselves to abandon the confines of our ‘we’ versus ‘they’ mentality, we 
will finally realize that we are connected on a fundamental level.” 
Cartoon by Cameron Godfrey

choose to maintain the 
toxic narrative that we 
are always the oppressed 
and never the oppressors, 
the atrocities our ances-
tors faced may be faced by 
others, such as our broth-
ers and sisters in the black 
community.

If we do not use the priv-
ilege our whiteness pro-
vides to defend the rights 
of the oppressed in our 
country, our calls for social 
justice and peace on Earth 
are meaningless.

Just as we demand respect 
and equal treatment for our-
selves, we must demand re-
spect and equal treatment 
for all oppressed people, es-
pecially the African Ameri-
can community, which has 
stood with us in the past.

The close ties between 
Jews and African Ameri-
cans date back to the 
1930s when their flights 
crossed as black people es-
caped the racist South and 
Jews escaped Nazi Europe.

A symbiotic relationship 
was established in the late 
1940s when civil rights 
organizations fought to 
improve conditions for mi-
norities in America. Black 
and Jewish organizations 
worked together to abol-
ish discriminatory hous-
ing policies, to combat 
discrimination in higher 
education and in the work-

place and to win the Brown 
v. Board of Education case.

As the Civil Rights move-
ment exploded in the 1960s, 
Jews and African Americans 
stood in defense of one 
another. Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, who marched with 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
Rabbi Joachim Prinz, who 
addressed the 1963 March 
on Washington, recognized 
that the fates of racial and 
religious minorities were 
mutually dependent.

Another inspiring exam-
ple of a Jew who stood with 
African Americans during 
the civil rights movement 
was closer to home. Arthur 

J. Lelyveld, Rabbi at Fair-
mount Temple from 1958 
to 1986 and President of 
the American Jewish Con-
gress from 1966-72, spent 
much of his career working 
to strengthen the relation-
ship between the Jewish 
and African American 
communities.

“The Reform Jewish move-
ment has always put a strong 
emphasis on social activism,” 
Lelyveld said. “The whole 
thrust of our tradition is a 
concern for social welfare.”

Just as Jews like Hes-
chel, Prinz and Lelyveld 
stood with the Black com-
munity in the past, we as 

Beachwood citizens must 
stand with our neigh-
bors now. In this country 
plagued with racial and 
religious turbulence, we 
must work with them, not 
against them.

The English language lim-
its me to a certain extent, 
because it requires that I 
refer to Jews as ‘Us’ and Af-
rican Americans as ‘Them,’ 
when such separation is un-
called for. Though our cul-
tural and spiritual distinc-
tions enrich and empower 
us as individual communi-
ties, in all actuality, there is 
no Us, and there is no Them.

If we can find it in our-

selves to abandon the con-
fines of our ‘we’ versus 
‘they’ mentality, we will 
finally realize that we are 
connected on a fundamen-
tal level, and that to ignore 
the plights of Black people 
in America is to betray our 
own ancestors.

We must put behind us 
our personal biases and 
reach out to all people, in-
cluding all people of color, 
immigrants, Muslims, 
LGBT+ individuals, the 
disabled and all oppressed 
parties in America. Inclu-
sion is a key value of the 
Jewish faith and of the 
Beachwood community.

While we keep our history 
of discrimination in mind, 
we must also remember 
that the struggle for equal-
ity is not just about us. It is 
our privilege in Beachwood 
to be the majority. Here, we 
are no longer the victims. 
We must utilize this posi-
tion of power to support 
the oppressed in America. 
We must use our voices to 
lift up the silenced minor-
ity. We must use our ears to 
listen to their stories, their 
ideas, their struggles, and 
their successes. Together 
we have stood throughout 
history, and together we 
must stand to make history.

All my love,
Another White Jew 
In Beachwood

Release Of ‘Culture’ Represents Migos’ Climb In Rap Industry

The past decade has been 
characterized by struggles 
in the rap industry over 
wealth, respect, talent and 
influence, but in 2017, Mi-
gos is leading the way in 
the rap game.

The group out of Atlan-
ta, Georgia is a prominent 
contributor to the trap 
music genre of rap. Trap 
music was started by rap 
artist T.I. –also from Atlan-
ta– with his 2003 album 
Trap Muzik. Basically, trap 
music got its name when 
people would sell drugs out 
of “trap houses,” eventu-
ally making enough money 
to launch their rap careers.

Migos debuted in 2013 
when they released their 
first mixtape YRN. The 
group consists of two cous-
ins, Offset and Quavo and 
Quavo’s nephew Takeoff. It 
took them a couple of years 
to get their names out to 
the public, but Drake’s re-
mix of Migos’ song Versace 
boosted their status. One 
year later, they dropped 
the mixtape No Label II, 
which garnered them ac-
claim from many and 

By Ben Connor 
Staff Writer

The group consists of two cousins, Offset and Quavo and Quavo’s nephew Takeoff. Image 
source: Migosonline.com

earned them fans by the 
boatload.

I’d like to think avid Mi-
gos listeners know the ma-
jority of songs on No Label 
II, but it seems that even 
with Migos’ recent success, 
not too many people have 
looked back far enough in 
their career to know how 
they rose to fame.

This leads me to the re-
lease of their latest album 
Culture. It has been named 
the number one album on 
the Billboard 200 Chart, 
beating out Drake’s suc-
cessful 2016 album Views 

From The 6 and Chance 
The Rapper’s album Color-
ing Book.

I think the album itself 
represents Migos’ journey 
into wealth and power in 
the rap indu stry. For 
example, the content of 
Culture is a lot more pol-
ished compared to that of 
No Label II. The way the 
songs are produced in Cul-
ture makes it seem as if 
Migos knows they’ve “ar-
rived” in the music indus-
try. The beats and lyrics on 
No Label II suggest a grind 
to make it to the top.

Now, I’m not saying I 
don’t like Culture, but, in 
my opinion, in spite of the 
acclaim it has received, it 
still isn’t as good as their 
early music.

A big reason for this 
is the fact that Migos re-
leased the best songs on 
the album before it even 
came out. Of course I’m 
talking about their most 
popular songs Bad and 
Boujee and T-Shirt. Had 
they waited to release 
these songs with the rest 
of the album, I think that it 
would have even more suc-

cess than it’s already had.
I actually really like 

both Bad and Boujee and 
T-Shirt. Once I was at a 
party when Bad and Boujee 
started playing, and all the 
conversations ended right 
when the song turned on. 
People started rapping 
along with the lyrics and 
dancing to the beat. Even 
though the song is over-
played, it still feels fresh 
each time.

Other songs on the al-
bum include Slippery, 
which featured another 
Atlanta rapper Gucci 
Mane. The song contains 
a pretty decent beat, with 
an underlying noise that 
reminds me of water drops 
falling into a puddle. Hon-
estly, I think the addition 
of Gucci Mane in this song 
might have a been a bet-
ter idea before recording 
because his flow doesn’t 
really match up to the par-
ticular style of rapping that 
the Migos have.

After Slippery, the next 
song on the album is Big 
on Big. It starts off with 
a piano riff that begins to 
get taken over by the beat 
of the song. One thing I 
like about this song are the 
lyrics, particularly that the 

overall message is that if 
you do something, the Mi-
gos do it better. Lines like 
“If I pull out a dub, you pull 
out a ten, how you gon’ big 
on big?” really portray the 
Migos’ attitude toward the 
rest of the rap game and 
that nobody really com-
pares to them.

The eighth song on the 
album is called What The 
Price. It starts off similarly 
to Big on Big, but with a 
guitar solo instead of pi-
ano, meeting the beat of 
the song after you get the 
feel of it.  I get this feeling 
when I listen to this song 
that I’m just chilling with 
my friends, feet up, relax-
ing as the guitar is almost 
hypnotizing.

The album definitely 
didn’t live up to the hype 
that I’d heard for it, but 
that might be because of 
the standard I hold them to 
as one of my favorite music 
groups. Of course musical 
taste is very subjective, so 
if you’re contemplating lis-
tening to Culture, I suggest 
you click play and see if you 
like it yourself.

‘Split’ Puts Original Twist On Classic Thriller Conventions

M. Night Shyamalan’s 
Split is a highly enjoyable, 
heart-pounding thriller 
with strong performances 
by James McAvoy and 
Anya Taylor-Joy and an 
ending that establishes the 
film as one of the best of 
the year so far.

The movie follows three 
teenage girls, Claire (Haley 
Lu Richardson), Marcia 
(Jessica Sula) and Casey 
(Anya Taylor-Joy), who are 
drugged and kidnapped 
by a man named Kevin 
(James McAvoy).

Upon waking up, the 
girls realize that they are 
being held captive in a 
basement of some sort, 
and that Kevin isn’t just 
Kevin; he also has 23 other 
people “living” inside him 
due to an extreme case of 
multiple personality disor-
der.

These personalities in-
clude Hedwig, a little boy 
who is bullied by all of the 
other personalities; Den-
nis, a sadistic, clean-cut 
man with a mean streak; 
and “The Beast”, a mani-

By Alex Cala
Staff Writer

Taylor-Joy, whose character’s mysterious past unfolds gradually throughout the film via 
dreamt flashbacks, does a good job of portraying a tortured soul whose tormented history 
actually serves a purpose at the end. Image source: splitmovie.com

festation of all of the anger 
and wrath in Kevin, that 
can supposedly change his 
physical appearance.

The movie follows the 
girls’ efforts to escape from 
their living hell, as well as 
Kevin’s meeting with his 
psychologist Dr. Karen 
Fletcher (Betty Buckley), 
who is endlessly fascinated 
with multiple personality 
disorder but is completely 
unaware of what her star 
patient is doing away from 
her watch.

Dr. Fletcher hypoth-
esizes that switching from 
personality to personality 
can change someone both 
physically and mentally, 
and she hopes to prove this 
in some way.

The acting in this film 
is excellent overall, but all 
the other characters play 
second fiddle to the excel-
lent performances of McA-
voy and Taylor-Joy.

McAvoy strikes the 
perfect balance between 
intimidating, tragic and 
downright hilarious with 
his portrayals of each of 
the personalities, of which 
only four or five are given 
significant screen time. 
He does an excellent job 

making us feel like each 
of these personalities are 
completely separate enti-
ties instead of just separate 
parts of Kevin’s fractured 
psyche.

McAvoy’s performance 
as Hedwig, a nine-year-
old boy, really brings out 
the laughs. Hedwig is con-
stantly scared of what the 
other personalities are go-
ing to do to him. He has 
a lisp and a penchant for 
dancing, which results in 
perhaps the funniest scene 
in the whole movie.

On the other end of the 
spectrum is McAvoy’s per-
formance as Dennis: a cold, 
calculated, germophobic, 
perverted man. Dennis has 
a penchant for sick, twist-
ed things, such as kidnap-
ping teenage girls and forc-
ing them to dance naked in 
front of him.

Taylor-Joy, whose char-
acter’s mysterious past un-
folds gradually throughout 
the film via dreamt flash-
backs, does a good job of 
portraying a tortured soul 
whose tormented history 
actually serves a purpose 
at the end.

The cinematography and 
pacing are also excellent. 

Shyamalan once again 
proves why he was once 
one of the big up-and-com-
ing directors in Hollywood.

Throughout the film, we 
are told of a 24th person-
ality, “The Beast”, which is 
said to be a manifestation 
of all the anger and hor-
rible things inside Kevin’s 
brain. It can supposedly 
transform Kevin into a 
much stronger, more agile 
and terrifying version of 

himself, which both ter-
rifies and fascinates Dr. 
Fletcher.

The ending at first seems 
pretty predictable, with a 
couple major revelations 
that you might expect 
from a mysterious thriller 
like this, but the last min-
ute really elevates it from a 
good movie to a great one.

It is one of M. Night 
Shyamalan’s classic twist 
endings, linking the film to 

one of his classic films in a 
way that no one could ever 
see coming.

All in all, this film, after 
2015’s criminally-under-
rated The Visit, has put 
Shyamalan back on the 
map, and has cemented 
him, again, as one of the 
most talented directors in 
Hollywood when it comes 
to making truly unique 
films.

‘Space Between Us’ Far Better Film Than Was Expected

There are few movies that 
receive poor reviews but are 
still actually worth watch-
ing. ‘The Space Between Us’ 
is one of these movies. 

After Gardner Elliot’s 
mother dies giving birth 
to him during a NASA trip 
to colonize the red planet, 
Gardner is forced to live out 
his life on Mars, lonely and 
curious about his father 
and the planet inhabited 
by every living being except 
him.

When he reaches the age 
of sixteen, NASA decides it 
is time for Gardner to travel 

By Michal Becker 
Staff Writer

to Earth.
After months of training 

and surgery, Gardner be-
gins his long journey. When 
he arrives, he is forced into 
isolation. Upon completing 
a surgical process, the team 
at NASA learn that Gardner 
is unable to live on Earth 
due to an enlarging heart.

After hearing that he is 
being forced back to Mars, 
Gardner runs away with 
a girl named Tulsa. Tulsa 
is the opposite of Gard-
ner. She hates Earth, while 
Gardner loves it until he is 
disillusioned and is finally 
brought back to Mars so he 
doesn’t die.

‘The Space Between Us’ 
received poor reviews, but 

my friends and I enjoyed it.
Most people who did not 

like the movie felt it was 
very cheesy. One reviewer 
on Rotten Tomatoes is a 
case in point.

“‘The Space Between Us’ 
strands its star-crossed 
young lovers in a mind-

numbingly vast expanse of 
shameless cheese that will 
send all but the most for-
giving viewer’s eye-rolling 
for the exit,” the reviewer 
wrote.

And there are parts of 
the film that are cheesy, 
like when Gardner tries to 

pass himself off as a typi-
cal earthling; but generally, 
I felt that the emotions of 
the film were genuine.

One friend appreciated 
that it wasn’t just a “hap-
pily ever after” kind of end-
ing.

I agreed. But when I ac-
tually watched the movie, 
though, I really enjoyed it. 
The actors brought their 
characters to life, and the 
movie had a better plot 
than what was shown in the 
trailer. It was not the best 
movie I had ever seen, but 
it sure was up there.

The way the director  por-
trayed Gardner Elliot on 
Earth was rather funny, 
and some people in the 

‘The actors brought their characters to life, and the movie had a 
better plot than what was shown in the trailer.
Image source: stxmovies.com/thespacebetweenus/

theater actually laughed. 
For example, when he went 
into a high school after just 
arriving on Earth and made 
a fool of himself. He went 
into the science room and 
pulled the rope, turning on 
the emergency shower.

I was impressed by the 
technical detail of the 
spaceship and the realism 
of life on Mars. The movie 
The Martian is known for 
its impressive depiction of 
the Martian landscape. ‘The 
Space Between Us’ does it 
almost as well.

In short, ‘The Space Be-
tween Us’ didn’t suck as 
much as I thought it would.  
If you like romance and sci-
ence fiction, give it a try.

Immigration Restrictions Dial Us Back to a More Shameful Time
President Trump cam-

paigned on rhetoric that 
most in our community 
view as offensive, even  ar-
chaic in today’s America.

Equating Mexican im-
migrants to rapists and 
criminals, mocking a dis-
abled reporter and build-

ing a wall on the border of 
the US and Mexico were 
just some of the things 
that made many Ameri-
cans think we were listen-
ing to a candidate running 
for president in 1916, not 
2016.

The Beachcomber Staff Perhaps his most appall-
ing campaign promise was 
to institute a restriction on 
Muslim immigration.

In the aftermath of the 
2015 San Bernandino 
shootings, Trump called 
for a “total and complete 
shutdown of Muslims en-
tering the United States 
until our representatives 

can figure out what is go-
ing on.”

He later modified this 
proposal to what appeared 
in his Jan. 27 executive or-
der, which included a ban 
on Syrian refugee resettle-
ment, limited the number 

of refugees allowed in the 
US to 50,000 for 2017 and 
banned all immigration 
from seven Muslim ma-
jority countries, including 
Iraq, Iran and Syria.

This order prompted the 
Beachwood City Council to 
pass a resolution against 
the order. Superintendent 
Dr. Bob Hardis sent an e-

mail informing the com-
munity that though the 
order seemed irrelevant 
to our community, it did, 
in fact, have an effect on 
some children and fami-
lies, given that many par-
ents utilize green cards for 

work, and have family from 
the countries effected.

The ban was struck down 
by US District Judge James 
Robart of Seattle on Feb 4, 
and the decision was reaf-
firmed by a panel of three 
judges on Feb 9.

After hearing the de-
cision by the panel, our 
stalwart Commander-in-
chief tweeted “SEE YOU IN 
COURT, THE SECURITY 
OF OUR NATION IS AT 
STAKE!” despite the fact 
that the issue had already 
been seen by two courts 
and struck down by each.

Now the Trump admin-
istration is drafting a new 
travel ban they hope will 
survive court scrutiny.

But given the chaos and 
controversy that the initial 
order caused, it wasn’t the 
best idea, for more than a 
couple of reasons.

We need only look back 
at our history to under-
stand why this executive 
order isn’t consistent with 
America’s core values of in-

clusion and tolerance.
Trump’s action harkens 

back to 1882, when Con-
gress passed The Chinese 
Exclusion Act, which sus-
pended the immigration of 
Chinese workers for a pe-
riod of 10 years, and forced 
every Chinese individual 
going in and out of the 
country to carry an identi-
fication certificate.

Despite assertions that 
the act would expire in 10 
years, it only emboldened 
Congress to do more, with 
the passage of the Scott 
Act, which made it impos-
sible for anyone to re-enter 
the US after visiting China 
and ballooned to eventu-
ally include Hawaii and 
the Phillipines. It wasn’t 
repealed until 1943.

Exclusionary policies 
are from a period that we 
look back on with shame, 
because they violate the 
principles America was 
founded on, including the 
idea that no one should be 
discriminated against for 

their religious beliefs.
Trump’s executive order, 

which singles out Muslim-
majority countries and 
purports to make exemp-
tions for other religious 
groups from the same 
countries, clearly violates 
this principle.

This religious dis-
crimination is one of the 
main issues that we, as a 
staff, take with President 
Trump’s actions. Not only 
does this have no place in 
a country that can, for the 
vast majority, trace its his-
tory back to immigrants, 
but it could usher in an era 
of extreme discrimination 
against Muslims, barring 
a whole group of people 
from this country simply 
because of their religion.

There has to be a better 
way to ensure we are keep-
ing all of our citizens safe 
from Islamic terror, one 
that doesn’t take us back 
to the darker periods in 
our history.

“Equating Mexican immigrants to rapists and 
criminals, mocking a disabled reporter and build-

ing a wall on the border of the US and Mexico 
were just some of the things that made many 

Americans think we were listening to a candidate 
running for president in 1916, not 2016.”
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Josh Bialosky Leads Wrestling Team At CVC Tournament

The Bison wrestling 
team had a very successful 
weekend at the CVC tour-
nament at Perry on Feb. 4. 
The team had four placers.

Senior Josh Bialosky had 
an amazing performance. 
In the championships, he 
defeated Spencer Fleming 
of Chagrin Falls in 4:29 in 
the 182 lb. weight class.

Bialosky pinned his way 
through the tournament 
and was unanimously vot-
ed conference MVP. No one 
else was even nominated.

“I have taken 2nd for the 
past three years, so it feels 
great to finish out on top,” 
Bialosky said.

Bialosky’s finals match 
put him at 35 wins at the 
season, 15 wins behind 

By James Flowers
Staff Writer

Bialosky’s finals match put him at 35 wins this season and 
127 career wins. Photo by James Flowers

Ryan Harris for the Beach-
wood single season record 
of 50 wins, and puts Bi-
alosky at 127 career wins.

Sophomore Michael 
Schmidt put up a cin-
derella-like tournament. 
Schmidt was unranked go-
ing into the tournament 
and was in the most popu-
lous weight class.

Schmidt pinned Har-
vey’s 2nd seed Luis Arre-
dondo in 2:26. He then had 
a major decision in his next 
match by a score of 10-2, 
and had a tough fought 
match in the semifinals, 
which Schmidt ultimately 
won.

Schmidt fell short in the 

finals and placed 2nd. The 
132 lb. weight class was 
so large and tough that 
the tournament organiz-
ers were forced to can-
cel matches for 3rd/4th 
and 5th/6th place and 
call them ties due to the 
OHSAA rule that wrestlers 
can not compete in more 
than five matches per day.

Senior Matt Henry 
placed 4th in the 170 lb 
weight class, losing to Ge-
neva Senior Juan Rodri-
guez. Henry wore a face 
mask due to a nose injury 
suffered prior to the tour-
nament, which made him 
more intimidating to op-
ponents.

Freshman Dawann Grey 
placed 6th.

The team placed 12th 
overall with 68.0 points.

The team’s performance 
was particularly impres-
sive given the challenges 
faced this season.

Several starters are 
benched due to injuries, 
including a team captain.

Update at Publication:
Bialosky and Paul Ja-

cobs qulified for Districts, 
where Bialosky took 5th, 
qualifying as an alternate 
for the State tournament.

Bialosky broke the 
school record of 101 career 
pins.

In Age Of Media, Significant Stories Are Overshadowed

Meet Ranomasy, a moth-
er from Tsihombe, Mada-
gascar. Like most mothers 
in Madagascar, she strug-
gles on a daily basis to feed 
herself and her child. Nich-
olas Kristof of The New 
York Times talked with 
Ranomasy at an emergen-
cy feeding station where 
Catholic nuns were trying 
to save her starving son.

Ranomasy told Kristof 
that she had carried her 
18-month-old son for 12 
hours, walking barefoot 
through a desert to reach 
the feeding station. She has 
no shoes, since, like most 
villagers in Madagascar, 
she has already sold every-
thing of value to survive.

Tragedies like this hap-
pen all too often in Mada-
gascar. According to the 
World Food Programme, 62 
out of every 1,000 children 
born in the country die be-

By Tyler Pohlman
Staff Writer

fore the age of five.
Poverty is as much of a 

rampant issue as prema-
ture deaths. According to 
The World Bank, the GDP 
per capita in Madagascar is 
$401.836 USD, a mere .7% 
of  the United States’ GDP 
per capita of $56,115.718 
USD.

Meet the Oromos, the 
largest ethnic group of 
Ethiopia. Since April 2014, 
the Oromos have been pro-
testing systematic persecu-
tion by their corrupt gov-
ernment. These protests 
turned ugly around Aug. 6 
when police used gunfire to 
disperse anti-government 
demonstrators in various 
parts of Ethiopia; 104 peo-
ple were killed.

The final straw, accord-
ing of the Ethiopian gov-
ernment, came in the form 
of a stampede on Oct. 2. 
The stampede was a result 
of police firing “warning 
shots” after “troublemak-
ers” allegedly attacked el-
ders during an Oromo holy 

festival. A day meant for 
happiness and rejoicing 
in the Oromo community 
ended with the death of 52 
innocent Oromos.

Since Oct. 9, there has 
been a six month state-
of-emergency in Ethiopia. 
This state-of-emergency 
has been used to justify the 
suppression of the Oromo’s 
basic rights.

You may be wondering 
why we haven’t heard of 
these tragic events. The an-
swer, at least in part, can be 
attributed to our current 
media climate in which the 
number of clicks is valued 
more than responsible jour-
nalism.

In this age of New Media, 
Ranomasy’s daily struggle 
for survival and the plight 
of the Oromo people are 
overshadowed by the lat-
est inappropriate comment 
made by an egotistical ma-
niac with a bad hairdo.

The continually-disputed 
size of Trump’s Inaugura-
tion is apparently more im-

portant than the millions 
of lives in Ethiopia, Mada-
gascar and so many other 
corners of the world. I’m 
pretty sure that the only 
way most Americans would 
pay attention to Madagas-
car and Ethiopia would be 
if President Trump tweeted 
about them.

In this age of New Media, 
anyone with a computer, 
an internet connection and 
time on their hands can 
call themselves a journal-
ist. Since there is a lower 
threshold for entry, people 
can become journalists 
without having an adequate 
understanding of journal-
ism methods and ethics.

Without that under-
standing, these “journal-
ists” can publish stories 
with an eye towards sensa-
tionalism and without re-
gard for ethics or the truth.

We as media consumers 
also have a responsibility 
to seek out less of this sen-
sational, over-fabricated 
news and more important 
news. Reputable news orga-
nizations, such as ProPubli-
ca, are producing impor-
tant watchdog journalism, 
shining light on stories that 
would otherwise go unno-
ticed. Too many of us prefer 
to click on the sensational 
stories, rewarding pseudo-
journalists with more clicks 
and more ad revenue.

Let me make this clear: 
I’m not taking a stance 
against New Media nor 
discouraging people from 
viewing news topics that 
seem funny or frivolous. 
Rather, I’m asking readers 
to reconsider what we value 
most: trending topics or in-
vestigative journalism.

Take, for example, sto-
ries from a traditional 
source such as The Wash-
ington Post compared to a 
New Media source such as 
Buzzfeed.

The Washington Post 
published  a story Jan. 8 
about how Brexit is caus-
ing a worker shortage in 
England that may continue 
for many years. This short-
age could lead to crops 
rotting in the fields and a 

substantial food shortage 
in Britain, leading to infla-
tion. Given Trump’s trade 
and immigration policies, 
could the same thing hap-
pen here?

Buzzfeed, on the other 
hand, published a story 
around the same time 
about how CNN anchor 
Don Lemon got his ear 
pierced during the during 
the CNN New Year’s Eve 
live broadcast. Really?

Beyond those articles 
there are vast differences 
between the two sources. 
The Washington Post also 
covers trendy topics, but 
it does not lose sight of its 
primary mission of inform-
ing the public and investi-
gating government institu-
tions.

Buzzfeed’s content, on 
the other hand, is driven 
by clickbait headlines with 
little concern for journal-
ism ethics. The articles 
focus on topics that are 
trendy, flashy and contro-
versial in order to bring in 
a lot of eyeballs. Although, 
to be fair to Buzzfeed, they 
do squeeze some news be-
tween the clickbait and 
the quizzes, but it seems at 
times like an afterthought.

When Buzzfeed attempt-
ed to cover more serious 
stories, they also stumbled 
into ethically questionable 
terrain. One example of 
this was their willingness to 
publish an unverified dos-
sier with information about 
Trump’s alleged “deep ties” 
to Russia. As The New York 
Times article covering the 
issue put it, Buzzfeed’s de-
cision to publish the dos-
sier was a “break from typi-
cal journalistic practice.”

While the issue should be 
covered, it is irresponsible 
for Buzzfeed to publish 
unverified information. 
This lack of concern for the 
truth is  exactly why many 
in the public have come to 
distrust the media.

Buzzfeed is just one of 
many ‘alternative’ news 
sources shaped by the New 
Media landscape.

Another one of these 
alternative news sources 

is Infowars. This website 
caters to a younger, far-
right demographic. While 
Infowars and Buzzfeed 
represent opposite ends of 
the political spectrum, they 
actually have a lot in com-
mon. Both are extremely 
biased, controversial and 
clickbait-y, and both target 
niche demographics.

Social media sites such as 
Twitter and Facebook also 
play a role. Their algorithms 
allow the dissemination 
of fake news and gener-
ally biased articles that gro-
tesquely distort the truth.

Social media has become 
the most common platform 
for adolescents to view 
news and is probably the 
biggest reason sensational 
news is crowding out real, 
important news.

Beyond the problem that 
irresponsible news sources 
divert attention away from 
important issues, their sub-
jective opinions influence 
younger audiences and 
cause increasing polariza-
tion in America.

Thus, the cycle repeats 
where important issues 
lose ground to adolescents 
and juvenile adults bick-
ering over substantially 
less important issues. This 
creates problems since 
journalism isn’t covering 
important issues and thus 
fails to protect the public.

This trend was apparent 
in the presidential election 
coverage as well. Sensation-
al and controversial news 
overshadowed coverage of 
candidates’ policies on im-
portant issues facing our 
country.

Ultimately, this cover-
age may have contributed 
to the surprising results 
and affected democracy 
negatively in the process as 
too many voters  selected 
a candidate based on the 
sensation and controversy 
surrounding them instead 
of voting for a candidate 
based on policies and expe-
rience.

Journalism is the protec-
tor of the public and with-
out that our very democ-
racy is lost.

The continually-disputed size of Trump’s Inauguration is apparently more important than the 
millions of lives in Ethiopia, Madagascar and so many other corners of the world. Cartoon by 
Gabe Stern

lot more guys to come out, 
which was one of our goals 
from last year… to improve 
and diversify our team… 
because your odds are bet-
ter when you have more 
people.”

Freshman Priyanka 
Shrestha recommends in-
door track to students look-
ing to stay in shape.

Freshman Lali Ramadan 
recommended indoor track.

“If you don’t want to 
compete, it’s also a really 
great way to stay in shape, 
but the competing is a bo-
nus because you can see 
yourself improving with ev-
ery time you go in,” Rama-

... ‘Indoor Track’ Continued 
from Pg.1

dan said.
“We’re helping each other 

out; I’ll help some of the 
girls with blocks, or they’ll 
tell me stuff about high 
jump, and since now we 
have a lot of events that we 
normally really haven’t had 
in the past…we’re all able 
to learn something new,” 
Knight added.

Overall, it looks like the 
success of the track team is 
built on a team work ethic 
that anyone can get behind.

And this team ethic will 
carry on with the outdoor 
track season beginning this 
week. Check in with The 
Beachcomber’s Sports Twit-
ter for updates on the out-
door track team.

Sports

Seven Beachwood Swimmers Compete at State Tournament

Five girls and seven boys advanced to the postseason, which was a team record for the number of swimmers advancing.
Photo by Gabriela Colovan Costa

Back in December, Bi-
son swimming head coach 
Brad Burget told The 
Beachcomber that he had 
high expectations for this 
year’s team.

“I expect the boys to re-
peat going to states,” Bur-
get said.

He hoped the team 
would move up in the state 
rankings and break a lot of 
team records.

Burget’s expectations 
were not far off.

He took seven boys to 
the state tournament on 
Feb. 23 in Canton, one 
more than last year.

The boys moved up in 
the state rankings from 
21st last year to 18th this 
year.

They broke six team re-
cords. Just as many as last 
year.

Five girls and seven boys 
advanced to the postsea-
son, which was also a team 
record for the number of 

swimmers advancing.
The intensity of the 

post-season capped off a 
season full of emotional 
highs and lows.

During an intensely 

competitive season, the 
team came together in vic-
tory but also in grief, as 
they lost a team member, 
junior Ryan Warner, who 
died of Wolff-Parkinson-
White syndrome on Jan. 
12.

Following the death of 
their teammate, the swim 
team spent a lot of time 
together outside of the 
pool and supported one 
another emotionally.

“We all had to get clos-
er to one another to get 
through it,” junior Darien 
Hersh said. “We had group 
homework sessions and 
dinners and a bunch of 
things to help each other 
out.”

Swimmers wore Bison 
tattoos with Warner’s 
initials to remember him 
throughout the postsea-
son.

In order to push the 
team forward, Burget 
increased the rigor this 
season, moving to two 
mandatory early morning 
practices per week.

“I think they understand 

the commitment they 
need,” he told The Beach-
comber in December.

Burget described his ap-
proach to training.

“We do a lot of high 

By Gabriela Colovan 
Costa & Athena Grasso

quality sets, a lot of re-
covery, emphasize weight 
lifting, dryland work and 

yoga,” he said.
“We were more focused 

as a team,” senior Sanford 
Hong said. “We had our 
goals in mind and took 
resting very seriously.”

There was also a greater 
emphasis on diet.

“We ate clean,” Hong 
said. “Lots of carbs and 
protein.

The rigorous training 
clearly paid off.

Beachwood swimmers 
achieved one of the stron-
gest overall scores at the 
CVC Conference meet, 
which was held at home on 
Jan. 21.

The girls ended in 5th 
place, boys finished in 
3rd place and sophomore 
Spencer Bystrom won first 
place in 100 backstroke, 
surpassing his own record 
with a time of 56.28 sec-
onds.

The team worked hard 
to build on this achieve-
ment as they advanced to 
Sectionals on Feb. 11. The 

girls finished 6th place in 
the 400 relay and 9th place 
overall, and five girls quali-
fied to advance to com-
pete in six District events: 
sophomore  Macie Berkley 
and freshmen Alex Oleson, 
Mei Hashimoto, Yingying 
Gao and Abby Adams.

“I was really excited be-
cause we broke the [team] 
record at Sectionals, and I 
was excited to go with my 
teammates and do the best 
we could,” Hashimoto said.

Boys also had a good re-
sult at Sectionals, qualify-
ing 7 to compete in 8 Dis-

trict events.
At District competition 

held at CSU on Feb. 17, 
Gao, Berkley, Hashimoto 
and Olesen broke another 
team record with the 200 
medley relay, finishing in 
12th place.

The boys also brought 
home an impressive finish, 
qualifying 7 to states.

Sophomore Spencer 
Bystrom broke a school 
record in 100 backstroke 
dating back to 1989. Bys-

trom also qualified 2nd 
place in the District diving 
competition.

As they advanced to 
states, this year’s boys 
team had high expecta-
tions to live up to, as last 
year’s team included six 
boys advancing to the 
state meet, where they 
finished 21st, scoring in 
every event.

“On a stage like the state 
championships it’s dif-
ficult to not be nervous, 
even if you’ve been there 
before,” junior Caleb Geco-
vich said.

In three different relays, 
the boys rose to the occa-
sion.

Bystrom, Gecovich, 
Colmenares and Hersh 
competed in the 200 free-
style relay, placing 9th and 
breaking the school record.

Bystrom, Colmenares 
and Gecovich swam with 
Hong in the 200 medley 
relay, placing 18th.

In the 400 freestyle re-
lay, Colmenares and Ge-
covich swam with fresh-

man Gabe Colmenares and 
freshman Matt Keyerleber, 
placing 23rd.

Bystrom also placed 
15th in the 100 backstroke 
and 5th in diving.

Overall, the team moved 
up the State rankings to 
18th this year.

“Everyone did really 
well. We were especially 
happy about the 200 free 
relay,” Hersh said.

“We were a little disap-
pointed that we didn’t 
make the A final, but after 
winning the B final and 
breaking the school record, 

we were pretty happy,” he 
added.

Burget’s goal is for the 
Beachwood Bison swim 
team to become one of the 
top five teams in the state. 
This is his seventh year 
coaching the Beachwood 
swimming program.

“It takes about a decade 
to make a really good pro-
gram, so I think we’re on 
track,” Burget said.

They broke six team records, which was just 
as many as last year. Five girls and seven boys 
advanced to the postseason, which was also a 

team record for the number of swimmers 
advancing.

Burget’s goal is for the Beachwood Bison swim 
team to become one of the top five teams in 

the state. 
“It takes about a decade to make a really good 

program, so I think we’re on track,” he said.

The Beachwood Boys 
Basketball team’s tre-
mendous season came to 
an end on March 6.

For the third straight 
season, the Bison fell 
to Villa Angela St Joe’s, 
this time with a score of 
63-58.

The trend started in 
2015 when Beachwood 
lost to VASJ 39-58 in 
the district final. Last 
year Beachwood lost to 
VASJ by one point off 
of a last second buzzer 
beater layup.

This year the game 
was hard fought by the 
Bison. The Bison were 
down in the 4th quarter 
but were able to put on 
their rally caps and come 
back to tie the game at 
55 a piece at the end of 
regulation, sending the 
game into overtime.

The boys beat the 

MLK Crusaders 57-55 
in the Sectional Final on 
March 3. 

Athletic Director Ryan 
Peters is proud of the 
team’s accomplishments 
this season.

“It was a rebuilding 
year,” Peters said. “We 
had a brand new coach, 
key players and starters 
are gone… All summer 
long they were working 
hard, and you had kids 
like Josh Sizemore, Ben 
Sternberg, Jayson Wo-
odrich and Michael Gor-
don all stepping it up 
this season.” 
     Peters was very com-
plimentary of the team 
for getting to the district 
Semi-Finals and taking 
the returning state run-
ner up into overtime and 
for winning the Chagrin 
Valley Conference.

Pictured above: The Bison defeated the Orange Lions 76-67 on Jan. 10. Photo by Livi Eppell

By James Flowers
Staff Writer

Bialosky pinned his way through the tournament 
and was unanimously voted conference MVP. No 

one else was even nominated.

Boys Basketball Wins CVC, Blocked by VASJ in District Final



I found the silver goggles 
nesting on the bottom of 
my swim bag, hiding un-
derneath my thick, warm 
towel. It was the same tow-
el that I used for multiple 
swim seasons, the same 
towel my brother used for 
practices, and the same 
towel I shared with my 
friends on the swim team.

I tossed the towel aside. 
My focus was on the gog-
gles.

I clutched them in my 
hands, staring into the 
lenses, practically seeing 
his big brown eyes. I was 
immediately overcome 
with emotions– anger, 
sadness, depression. These 
goggles belonged to Ryan 
Matthew Warner.  He 
would lend these goggles 
to me without question 
every time I forgot or lost 
mine.

Four months ago we 
were swimming together 
in the same lane, barely 
paying attention to the 
coach, just wanting to get 
through the grueling prac-
tice. We’d talk about food; 
he would tell me about the 
way he fried bologna for 
dinner sometimes, he tried 
to convince me to try it.

Our times were close 
in 50 and 100 free as well 
as the 200 IM, so I always 
thought of him as my rival. 
This rivalry could be traced 
to the first meet. We both 
swam the 100 freestyle, 
and we were side by side 
the whole race. He beat me 
by less than a second.

I enjoyed high-fiving and 
hugging him after the race 
because we were just happy 
we didn’t get last place.

I was also ecstatic to see 
his father, Derrick, who 
congratulated me and 
Ryan afterwards. Derrick 
frequently timed at our 
meets, and he always made 
my day better with his en-
couraging words before a 
race.

Ryan and Derrick had a 
bond that I admired. Ryan 
often spoke about his fa-
ther, and I loved hearing it. 
He’d talk about his father’s 
uniquely colored eyes and 
the close relationship they 
shared

I was still looking into 
the tinted lenses of the 
goggles when I thought, 
“These goggles are what 
I have left of him.” I took 
them with me to swim in 
the Hamptons pool those 
next couple nights, feeling 
almost like I was with him 
again.

Every time I dipped and 
dived into the lukewarm 
water, it felt as If I entered 
an emotional reverie, one 
where I could come to 
terms with the reality that 
he was gone. One night I 
came back feeling extreme-
ly selfish. These goggles 
weren’t mine, they were 
his. I couldn’t keep them. 
I determined that I would 
ultimately return his gog-
gles to his family.

I decided I would wait 
for the weekend to give the 
goggles back, but I didn’t, 

Ryan Warner (bottom left) with the Beachwood swim team. 
Photo courtesy of Missy Bystrom.

so I said next weekend, but 
I still didn’t. Once again, 
another weekend went by. I 
didn’t know why I couldn’t 
just give them back. Was I 
scared? Was I nervous? Or 
was I just lazy? I became 
disgusted with myself as 
the days went along. My 
sadness was overcome 
with self-disdain.

………

Several weeks  passed 
and I still hadn’t returned 
the goggles. While disap-
pointed, things got easier 
emotionally (I can’t say 
that for everyone who 
was affected). The love 
from friends and family 
provided the best healing 
for me. It had been nearly 
a month, and already so 
much had changed.

……..

I finally returned them. I 
had talked to John Mertler, 
one of my swim coaches, 
who always gives good ad-
vice, and he recommend-
ed giving the goggles to 
Ryan’s brother, Evan, who 
swims for the Beachwood 
swim club and plays water 
polo. I was a bit hesitant 
about giving the goggles 
to his younger brother, 
but I was persuaded when 
John told me Evan’s father 
already gave Evan a pair of 
Ryan’s, but he couldn’t use 
them because they were 
prescription.

Later that week, I 

couldn’t see Evan that day 
because of other commit-
ments, so I asked my coach 
to give it to him. I felt good 
when I handed the goggles 
over to John. He knew 
how much this meant to 
me, and he understood the 
emotional value of it all.

I’m always delighted to 
see his younger brothers 

and the rest of Ryan’s fam-
ily. Evan is nearly always 
smiling when I see him, 
which brightens my day a 
bit.

How could this piece of 
plastic have such an impact 
on my life?

Maybe it was the friend-
ship associated with it, or 
the memories, possibly 

the love. Ryan touched a 
lot of people through his 
character. While not being 
his best friend, I know that 
he was a big part of my life 
and the lives of many oth-
ers.

I miss you and love you, 
Ryan.

Myth: He was quiet.
Truth: When he was 

playing his favorite video 
games, he could scream. 
He could shriek like a ghost 
was coming after him, and 
he was going to die first 
“because the black people 
always die first in those 
horror movies,” he said. 
And he could rage. Mostly 
about the video games.

Myth: He was shy.
Truth: He had no prob-

lems sending shirtless 
selfies to his Snapchat 
contacts. Sometimes just 
to annoy them. He would 
send them despite the 
responses: “please cover 
yourself” and “but there 
are children present.”

Myth: He was reserved.
Truth: He was definitely 

polite to some people—
teachers, for instance. But 
he also had a cat named 
Butterscotch that he re-
ferred to as “B.S.”

Myth: He was studious 
and hardworking.

Truth: No teenager likes 
going to school, but he 
procrastinated until the 
last minute on every as-
signment, every project he 
had to hand in. Somehow, 
he still managed to get bet-
ter scores than most of his 
classmates. Go figure.

Myth: He didn’t have 
much interest in music.

Truth: His playlists on 
Youtube included all sorts 
of genres. He sang a lot 
(and admittedly kind of 
badly) over voice calls. He 
had watched musicals like 
Les Mis. He even enjoyed 
the Frozen soundtrack 
and would burst into song 
whenever cues came up in 
real life or over text.

Myth: He is gone.
Truth: In a physical 

sense, he’s gone.

But sometimes, if I close 
my eyes real hard, it feels 
like he’s still there. He’s 
still there sitting in AP 
Econ, doing Lego-based 
team building exercises. 

He’s still sitting two seats 
down in Zoolander after 
an utterly failed attempt to 
movie hop into Deadpool. 
He still has his feet dan-
gerously close to my drink 
during a Halloween party. 
He’s still sitting across 
from me at one of those 
tiny tables in the middle 
school courtyard in eighth 
grade because we sat out 
there instead of in the 
cafeteria no matter what 
the weather was like. He’s 
still swiping at a ball in the 
Gaga pit at recess back at 
Hilltop. He’s looking at 
my desk the first time we 
had a real conversation 
and he’s saying something 
like, “What is in that desk? 
Nothing?”

Sometimes, just some-
times, it feels like he’s still 
here.

I wasn’t the closest per-
son to him, not by a long 
shot. I cannot imagine how 
others are feeling, even a 
month after the tragedy. 
Still, it’s easy to say that a 

part of me—no, a part of 
us—died with Ryan.

However, in those “just 
sometimes” moments 
when it feels like he’s still 
here, I feel the reverse is 
true as well.

A part of Ryan lives in us.

Ryan Warner at Starbucks

In Memory Of
Ryan M. Warner
His Goggles By Ofek Hyer

Debunking Myths About Ryan Warner
By Jinle Zhu

Two Beachcomber staff members reflect on the memory of their friend who died of Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome on Jan. 12, 2017


